KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1949-10-06 4-138 LPK to JWC.docx

-y

Thurs. Oct. 6, 1949
Bethesda, Md.

‘Dear Fop,

, For once I have more newe than I can conveniently deal with,
although I'm way behind in my correspondence with you. We do 8o vey
mueh en oy hearing about your wonderful times in happy places, and
were especlally mystified by the amazing consumtion of pepper in
Andorra. That's not how you spell consumption, above., Ah me, to
think I usedto win spelling bees in my distant youth! '

well, lest's see: we went up to Fle mington last weekend,
taking a day off on Friday to do so. What gorgeous autumn colors!
Dona’drove down with the two children on Sunday, so we got a chance
to talk to her, though ohn wasn't with them. I got a letter from
him & short time before we went up, much to my surprise, and was
even more surprised b; the ®ntents. It appears that he is most
interested in a new sort of what I would eall psychoanalyzis tini
involves hypnosis , guided by an expert who somehow manages to
make you remember everything that has ever been said and done in
yjour presence., The advantage in the procéss which umps to the eye . .
is that 1t would be infinitely quicker to get at the nagzing memorles -
which cause psychoses and neuroses. Well, ohn is head Gvsr hesls
in the business with Ron Hubbard, who learned it from hig own ex- .
perience In a Naval hospital during and after the war. 1i's too
complicated to go into in less that 20,000 words, but ohn is more
exlted and sarre st ofer this than I have ever seen him before, and
that 1s really saying something, I'm swre you'll agree., Dona sgyse
he eats, sleep, lives for it. He says it had cured his bad heade
aches and heart palpitations, alghough Ron hasn't been able to Eét
to see him enough to completeiy "do him over". Dona is scertica
and afraid of the business, bubt will admit that it cured her of
headaches after only a treatment or two. Anyway, the poor girl is
once more a widow day and night while ohn flies off on his new
hobby horse. I'm sorry not to be able to go into the matter more
deeply, befause I'm afraid I will give you all the wrong impressions
of the experiments. ohn claims he can drag out'the conversations
that went on at his birth, par example., Well, I'1ll sgy no more,
because I'm sure later on ohn will want to explain it all to you
in the correct way. At present he says he doesn't want to see or
talk to you or mother! I am sure that you both will bear with him,
although from my own mundane point of view I don't see why a note
would throw him off the beam, still, I repeat, I don't know enough
about it to be able to pass udgmnt. In any case, he is very exited,
it 18  a fascinating matter, amd I hope it will tum out to be evem
partIally as important a discovery as he and Ron feel it is. NOt
having seen him, I didn't ask him if he minded if I told you about
i1t, but since Dona claims he won't write to you himself yet, I thought
it would be nice If I wust let you know his reason for not doingso.
It's all syrology, as Amos and Andy used to say.

.. _We had a qulet social week; but yesterday I went out with
Mrs. M 1lls and Mrs. Gerberich to callon the newly arrived wife of
the Colombien Ambassador, Sra. Suleta. Dark and gloomy panaled embassy,
but the lady herself was most pleasant and conversable, as was one
of her daughters, who is studying c'emistry in graduate school here.

Fir st Colombian %1rl to do s0. My 0 ing out was a matter for much
arranging, and after nearly giving up the strusgle I found that a

n
elghbor wag Willing to have me ' [This line re-typed next page]
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neighbor was willing to take the boy at her house t11ll I gob back. i
Life for me simply isn't arranged to make it easy to sally forth on
afternoon visits. \ _ ‘ ‘

As far as I'know they have finally sebtled on a way of rearr=-
anging what used to be American Republics Affairs, which has been
renamed the Bureau of Interamerlcan Affairs, for some obscure reason..
In the new get-up Willlam has sole charge of Vene,uela, Colombia 4
and Ecuador, but the people who used to be called the "désk of fices"
of those countries will still eontinue, only from now on you aren't-
allowed to call them desk officers. I am vague about the whole matter,
and 1f this is the last change I'll be most astonisred. If the change
had involved a salary increasc for William I would have understocd
it far better, needless to say! .

Two freinds are getting married this month: Wiliian's Flotaor

School and Dartmouth Friend Grant Meade, and our best man ack Meg=
Sweeney. lthe former was no secret, the lavter a bdg surprise. We

ust got t e announcement of the wedding today, and no mors do we

know than what is in the announcement. I mean invitation, not aincunce=
ment/ we hope that wother will come down at tne time of Grant's ‘
wdddling, o we can go to Norfolk where he is stationed and attend

it. Ho is in the Havy now. Far some reason I'd raiher en oy the

fun of getting away and seeing the festivities as well a&s Lhe ei 154

of N”rtolk.

I wrote a little tning abous my ad ustment to 1ife in Wasa ins«e/‘
ton wnicn was invended to be sereamingly funny, seat it in to ths
Forelgn Service ournal, and had it accepted by tvhes, which means
that 1 .m about to receive almost fifteen dollars in cash. When it
i1s publiished I'll send it toryou. I wish I could rinc the time am
Bub ect matter for another article, send it to some well ray ing
magezine, and coln a fortune, or at least recoup a fortune. I was
very proud of myself, though, for having the gumtion to @o sometnign
useful with my typewriter at iast,

We are expecting to receive a set of siiver (onl{ knives,
forks and spoons, thought) as the legucy of a distant reiative of
William who recentiy died in ¥lorida. We visited them in 1944 when
on our way to Caracas. We are very pleased to nave the prospect of
some real silver, the purcnase price of wanich would be Tar beyond
us at thls uncture. We needed it so much in Curacas, ami will need
it as much or more on ocur next post. For tunately we don't need it
S0 depperately here. Put it will be nice tuv be able. to entertain
more than eignt people without borrowing the silveiware to do it,
the next time we go abroad. I ai also saving Wheatle coupons for

a set of silver wnicn should really come In handy at large buffet
suppe;-s{. funny 58 the idea sounds at first glante. 1 wo uld have
welcomed anything dowa thnerc In Caracas, even if 1t had had the
maglc word Wheatie" staumped on it. I aiways used to porrow from
Virginia Hoover and ¢ ne Bavises, but at a new post where one doem 't
know the people it would be too humiliatin: to do so, Now L' shan't
have to do it, and we will have a set of real silvery I was also :
semt a beauvirul large diamond ring, bu I think I'd better send it
on tu anle, because 1 don't really feel I'm entitled t- it;, since
I oniy met tne lady once. We spole to anle abour tne silver when
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sie was here in August, but she has two sets from her mother, so

she kindly letv me have this one that is coming. We didn't know

about the nlce diamona ring then, so dian8t discuss it . Know Ing
anle, I'm sure she would urge me to keép it, so I Laink the best
tning 1s  ust to send it on %0 her witnout any discussion. It is

as large as any of the diamonds in my lovely tnree-diamond ring,

‘or largerj and I'm sure the Lludy's execubor must have made a mistake
in senuing it to me, who hardly knew her, mtner than to anie, whom
st loved. : ) .

The boy had a speil of weeping in scnool at tne sones, and

Tow apiears to be_ over it. Each moralng he would tear mg heart out
by erying pltifully not to be made tov go to school and hear throse
sad songs. He has stopped it this week, and now he aimost alwsys
reminds me, whea he is having his lunch, thnat he dian't cry abiy
when the taxl came, and that he aiun'’t Even Cry at the Sad Songsd
When one asxs nlm winat he nas learned at school, he scys ”l‘have
leamed to pump in the swings!" He has also learned, though he
doesn't realize ic appareni ly, thet the fiag at scnool is tne
flag of unlied Staves Americs, pixge a place which he idenvifiss
as belng vaguely near Washington. He simply can't gev In propsr
focus tue relationsnlps between Citi®s, statves, and Couwnitries.
When -asked where he was born, he wlll sey Curacas Vene wela, dub
he dosen't know which 1s the city and wadch The Countiv. We WET S
having an astronomy lesson before his nap, and I told him abosut the
varicus movenenvs of tne earth on its axis and smwound The sun. He
was simgly tasciuated, and begaen to illustrate my points by gyrat-
ing furlously himself, on his axis as well as 8lply round and round.
The naturalx result was complete and happy dizzine ss. He was puzzled
when I told him the world we live on is round, and quickly ran to
the window vo see. "But I don't trink it is, mamza- sometimes it's
round and sometimes it's flatl” So I tried to explain about rela-
tlve sizes, and told him the sun was an evea blgger ball than the
earth. This irked him, wust as it irked men for so many ages, and
he refused to believe that HIS world was smaller than any otner
heavenly body. At timt point I gave up and put him to bed, aftler
he had revolved ust once more simply around, on his axis, and in
a large circle around the sun(§hat was I). He stili can't write
welLl at all, in fact not at atl, but he has retained completely his
mustery of the alphabe® when he sees it on a ytpewriter or in signs.
He loves to plck out the letters in .signs. Bur since he ceas=d t0
gass the entire da{ in my presence he has also ceased to be the
lctle inteilectual he used to be, anda has become a playboy, which
after alil, at three ana a haif, is natural and right. ) '

I have purcnased, with the birthday check, a handsome Clair
McCardell dres in beige Miron wool with ust lots and lots of lines,

in wnich I consider myself quite a sight for sore eyes. I dealy
loge it, and thank you very much indeed for it.

Past the boy's wake-up time!

Love to you both,
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